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confess with shame, that I was undone by the common arts
practised upon all easy credulous virgins, half by force, and
half by consent, after solemn vows and protestations of
marriage. When he had once got possession, he soon
began to play the usual part of a too fortunate lover,
affecting on all occasions to shew his authority, and to act
like a conqueror. First, he found fault with the govern-
ment of my family, which I grant, was none of the best,
consisting of ignorant illiterate creatures; for at that time, I
knew but little of the world. In compliance to him, there-
fore, I agreed to fall into his ways and methods of living; I
consented that his steward1 should govern my house, and
have liberty to employ an under-steward,2 who should receive
his directions. My lover proceeded further, turning away
several old servants and tenants, and supplying me with
others from his own house These grew so domineering
and unreasonable, that there was no quiet, and I heard of
nothing but perpetual quarrels, which although I could not
possibly help, yet my lover laid all the blame and punish-
ment upon me., and upon every falling out, still turned
away more of my people, and supplied me in their stead
with a number of fellows and dependents of his own, whom
he had no other way to provide for.3 Overcome by love
and to avoid noise and contention, I yielded to all his
usurpations, and finding it in vain to resist, I thought it my
best policy to make my court to my new servants, and draw
them to my interests; I fed them from my own table with
the best I had, put my new tenants on the choice parts of
my land, and treated them all so kindly, that they began to
love me as well as their master. In piocess of time, all my
old servants were gone, and I had not a creature about me,
nor above one or two tenants but what were of his choosing;
yet I had the good luck by gentle usage to bring over the
greatest part of them to my side. When my lover observed
this, he began to alter his language; and, to those who
enquired about me, he would answer, that I was an old

1  The King of England.    [T  S.]

2  The Lord-Lieutenant.    [T. S.]

3  The English Government filled all the important posts in Ireland
with individuals sent over from England.   See " Boulter's Letters " on
this subject of the English rule,    [T. S.]